This is an excerpt from Sherborn Walks.

	1.  Bailey Trail
Sherborn Conservation Commission
Easy/Medium

Map Location 2C
Walking Time:  1 to 2 hours


Parking is available on the west side of Old Orchard Road, close to Washington Street (Route 16).  This is an easy walk, with gentle hills and trails that wind through granite ledge.  Ledge protrudes everywhere, offering the curious great possibilities for exploration.

A snapping turtle's ugly appearance and its appetite for young water birds earn it persecution and bad press!  But, snapping turtles play an important role in maintaining a healthy waterfowl population and should receive acknowledgement for the benefits they provide to our native birds.

Because well-adapted native ducklings have developed nicely by mid-spring when snappers become active, and healthy wood duck and black duck young are smart, fast swimmers, these birds are able to elude the snapper.  So, only birds raised too late or sick young birds are caught by the snapping turtle.

Snapping turtles are preyed upon too.  Raccoons and skunks eat their eggs, bass eat their young, and humans destroy their habitat and kill them.


Spotlight:  Snapping Turtle
The Bailey is a sweet walk because of its meandering trails and water view.  Shortly after you enter, the trail crosses an unnamed tributary that feeds Dirty Meadow Brook.  Downstream, the water is impounded by Dunstable Dam that was part of a 17th century road to Framingham.  Swans, mallard ducks and other water birds make their homes here.  The graceful swans are managed introductions to the pond and are much appreciated for their beauty.

The trail loops around the perimeter of the Bailey's lands.  The northern part of the Bailey borders a small wetland with a little open water.  However, the trail is in an upland dry area, under deciduous trees.  You can extend your walk westward onto the Pleasant Street Trail, a property of the Sherborn Rural Land Foundation.  Here, the Sherborn Forest & Trail Association maps will be especially helpful.

Sherborn's premier "Balanced Rock" is here, a boulder perched on ledge, and is noted on the map by a BB on the Red Trail.  Close by the pond you can find many of Sherborn's common wetland flowers:  wild geranium, jack-in-the-pulpit and skunk cabbage.  Skunk cabbages have small, stalkless flowers covering their nearly spherical thick stems.  In late February, they are the first flowers to bloom in town.  In August, purple loosestrife is abundant and lovely along the pond banks.  Around the pond, look for kingfishers, green-backed herons, black-crowned night herons, wood ducks, and otters.

The trail is named for Eugene R. Bailey, a former Sherborn Conservation Commission chairman who was instrumental in obtaining funds to purchase the Bailey Trail land and other town lands.  From 1700 to 1900 it was called Dunstable Meadow, and was a wet area prized as a source of wild hay and which was mowed with hand scythes.  About 1930, a fire burned off the vegetation and underlying peat, changing the character of the area.

